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During Advent
December and January is
the season of Advent and
Christmas. Advent is the
time of Preparing for the
coming of Christ and
Christmas
celebrates
Christ’s presence in the
world. Advent is the time of preparation to celebrate not
only Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem but also to prepare for his
second coming as we profess in the Apostle’s Creed,
“And he shall come again to judge both the quick and
the dead.”
During Advent we prepare to receive Jesus into our
lives as our Lord and Savior. We need to prepare
ourselves in three ways: to be a disciple of Jesus Christ,
to receive God’s forgiveness, and to experience the great
joy Jesus offers us as disciples.
In Advent, we need to prepare ourselves to receive
Jesus as disciples. John 1:12 says that “all who received
Jesus, who believed in his name, he gave power to
become children of God.” To be a disciple means to
follow. Jesus began his ministry by inviting people to
“Follow him.” Following Jesus means listening to his
teaching, watching his examples, and devoting our lives
to live as he taught and demonstrated. Receiving Jesus
as a disciple means believing in him, believing in the
power of his name (in biblical times a person’s name
contained power), and being welcomed as children of
God. Through Jesus Christ, we are God’s children,
adopted into God’s family.
In Advent, we also need to prepare ourselves to
receive the forgiveness of God. Matthew 1:21 says that
Jesus was born, “to save his people from their sins.”
Even at Jesus’ birth his future crucifixion is already in

Poinsettia Forms Due
Wednesday, December 8
Angel Tree Gifts Due
Friday, December 10
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God’s plan. Throughout Christ’s ministry he was
preparing to offer humanity forgiveness through his
sacrifice on the cross. When we become disciples, we
realize the great gift of forgiveness given through the
grace of God. We prepare ourselves to receive
forgiveness through confession. We accept our need for
forgiveness and confess our sin. In worship we offer a
time for both corporate confession, the unison prayer of
confession, and for personal confession, our personal
time of silence. Our corporate confession recognizes the
ways we fail to live faithfully as the body of Christ. Our
personal prayer gives us the opportunity to express our
need for forgiveness privately to God. In both corporate
and personal confession, we prepare to receive
forgiveness by recognizing, even before we confess our
sin, that we are assured of God’s grace. Assurance of
our pardon always follows the confession of sin.
Finally, in Advent we need to receive Jesus by living
the joy that he brings us. In Luke 2:10 the angel
announces at the birth of Jesus, “Good news of great joy
for all people.” Jesus gives good news of great joy to all
people who follow him. When we live as disciples,
following Jesus and living as he demonstrated and
taught, we will experience a joy that is not available to
the world. That joy is the peace we have in the midst of
life’s ups and downs, its high points and low points. As
disciples we can find joy in Christ knowing that what we
experience in this world is only temporary, our life with
Christ is eternal.
I hope in all the busy-ness of Advent and Christmas
we prepare ourselves during times of worship and
devotion to receive Jesus Christ into our hearts. May
you and your family have a blessed Advent and a Merry
Christmas.
Blessings
Pastor Bob

Christmas Caroling
Sunday, Dec. 8 ~ 2 - 4 p.m.
We will deliver Christmas carols
with cookies to our beloved shut-ins
from the church.
We hope YOU will join us!
Sign up for this very special afternoon!
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Playground Design

Construction Update
Work is progressing on schedule, and we’ve not
encountered any unusual issues or concerns. Hurray!
That is remarkable as we work to meld a 1925 building
with a 1962 building. Continued prayers for our
architects and construction crews are welcome.
We are seeing a great deal of activity right now. By
the time you read this, we’ll have contributed to the
downtown Cheyenne traffic issues. We had to close
Capitol Ave. to make the needed sewer connections, and
we’ve had to close Carey Ave. to run the new fire
suppression water line and upgraded main water supply
line.
We are entering a time of major work on the key
systems we are upgrading. Here are some short bullets on
the work being accomplished:
The fire suppression lines are being run throughout
the church. We will have a dry system in that the lines
will charge with water only when a heat trigger causes
the system to start. The lines are laid out in zones, so a
fire in one area of the church should not sprinkle an area
where no fire exists.
Our fire alarm system will be wireless in the sanctuary
to ensure we retain the sanctity of our worship space.
The deep excavation for the elevator pit has been
backfilled and is complete. The concrete foundation has
been poured, and concrete block will be used to complete
the remainder of this important structure.
The emergency egress window wells for the basement
Mission Center are progressing nicely. Workers have
excavated the area, cut the existing foundation, placed
the forms, poured the concrete, and backfilled the area.
The foundation for the addition has been dug, and the
footings will have been poured by the time you read this
in the newsletter.
The existing foundation in the area where the addition
will be constructed has been strengthened though a
fascinating system of micropilings. This method of
reinforcing the foundation was also used on our State
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Capitol. Google it!
The new playground equipment has been ordered.
Please see the image that accompanies this article.
Swings are on the side that is facing away in the photo.
Commercial grade kitchen appliances have been
ordered. Can your home dishwasher run 20+ cycles an
hour?
We’ve learned that the parlor hardwood flooring is
suitable for refinishing. We weren’t sure if the carpet was
hiding defects or simply a style statement. The library
hardwood floors will also be top-coated to address the
wear and tear caused by our construction team using it
for storage and office work.
We thought we should report a new church member,
Mr. Rockie Squirrel. He let himself in one of the many
construction openings and helped himself to the glutenfree fellowship snacks. He also borrowed some napkins
for nesting material. He has been safely live-trapped and
relocated to the State Museum wooded area. Do let us
know if he tries to cut in line during fellowship time!
All in all, we are very pleased with the overall efforts.
We are doing our very best to keep you informed of the
work and progress. Don’t hesitate to reach out if you
have any questions.
Capital Steering Committee
The following is a Christmas poem published in our
bulletin thirty-eight years ago. It was written by Dr.
Joseph R. Laughlin, our Interim Head of Staff from May,
1982 through December, 1983.
Christmas Means
For Christmas means more
Than just holiday cheer,
Christmas means joy
In the heart all the year.
Christmas means loving,
Remembering, sharing;
Christmas means knowing
That somebody’s caring –
Christmas means satisfactions
Lasting and true;
And that’s why I say,
“Merry Christmas to you!”
—Dr. Joseph R. Laughlin
December 24, 1983
Don’t forget to put your pennies in the Pennies for
Stained Glass jar toward the rear of the sanctuary. We
aren’t able to empty the Penny Jar very often but when
we do, we usually find $100.00 or so. We need to
continue saving our pennies as this fund goes toward any
maintenance or cleaning needed on our beautiful
windows. Try putting your age in pennies every year on
your birthday.
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Presbyterian Women
Thank you to those of you who recently
contributed to the Presbyterian Women
Thank Offering. Your money will be put to
good use in the U.S. and around the world.
The Presbyterian Women group in our church
continues to engage in Bible study, mission projects and
fellowship. On November 13, about 25 of us met for
lunch at The Office Bar & Grill to fellowship and enjoy a
presentation by member Sally Sato about Heart Mountain
relocation camp in Powell. Her father was there. Sally
gave us background on the camp and the
big picture of those of Japanese descent and their forced
relocation.

Sally Sato at PW Luncheon

Sue Barttelbort, Paula Baldeshwiler,
and Pat Stenbeck also at the PW
luncheon.

During December our “circles” are meeting and will
have some holiday fun. Our Bible study this year is
fascinating and is entitled “What My Grandmothers
Taught Me.” This month we learned about Rahab and the
role that she played in God’s plan. It was inspiring and
challenging to hear her story. Visit the church webpage at
firstprescheyenne.org and click on events for the
calendar. The circle names are Sarah, Ruth and Rebecca.
Each covers the Bible study and fellowship, and you’re
welcome to attend any of these. We’d love to have you
join us. For more information contact Melinda Brazzale,
e-mail mlbrazzale@gmail.com call or text 307-256-0506.

Deacons Review
As the Deacons approach our annual Angel Tree Project
in which we help meet the needs and wishes of 140 local
school-aged children with the help of our generous
congregation, we look back over the many and various
projects we have undertaken this year. The following are
some of them.
We provided financial support through the church
budget to 13 local mission agencies, assisting them twice
yearly. This generosity has been widely appreciated and
has allowed their programs to continue operating. In
addition to the financial support, we have overseen the
cooking and serving of chicken enchilada suppers at the
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Comea House where we greet from 60-90 homeless folks
every couple of months. This past month many of our
Deacons met to assemble hygiene kits for 20 homeless
people through the "I am my Brother's and Sister's
Keeper Program.” Our Local Mission committee
oversees the Friday Food Bag Program which provides
140 elementary kids with weekend food weekly. The
generosity of the congregation has helped fill this
schedule. We deliver the Easter lilies and Christmas
poinsettias to our homebound neighbors, as well as
deliver the sanctuary flowers to church members. Since
Covid, each Deacon has been assigned a list of church
members' names to contact. All our church members
have been contacted by phone, mail, or email at least
monthly during these harsher times. Several of our
Deacons helped the Christian Education Department at
Halloween for the second annual "Trunk or Treat". We
are also the group who assists after church members'
memorial services, though we haven't done as much
since Covid. We also host the annual church picnic, and
coordinate fellowship following worship services.
We definitely perform the work of the church through
the financial and talents donations of our church
members. Thank you!
Mary Lou McMindes
Deacon Moderator

Warmth Tree
This year the Warmth Tree will
be located at the back of the
sanctuary using the same Angel
Tree where you picked out tags
for gifts. The tree will be
available for items from Dec.
12 through Jan. 2. These can be
anything, for male or female of
any age, that will help them
keep warm. Suggestions include new socks or new long
underwear, gloves, mittens, scarves, and hats. Used items
such as sweaters, coats, sweatpants, or sweatshirts are
acceptable if they are clean and gently used. The items
will be given to the school district to share with families
as the schools learn of a particular need. Keep an eye out
for sales of these items as you shop!

Thank you all for your concern and prayers about
my upcoming surgery. You all touch my heart.
Else Summers
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Christmas Joy Offering
The Christmas Joy Offering is a cherished Presbyterian
tradition that dates back to the 1930’s. The Offering
distributes gifts equally to the assistance program of the
Board of Pensions and to Presbyterian-related schools
and colleges equipping communities of color. The
assistance program provides critical help for church
workers and their families. Presbyterian-related schools
and colleges provide educational assistance and
leadership opportunities while nurturing racial and ethnic
heritage. This has been a Presbyterian commitment for
140 years. The $1.1 million in gifts given since 2017, are
providing critical financial support and grants for current
and retired Presbyterian Church workers in their times of
need. This year the Christmas Joy Offering will be taken
December 19. Donation envelopes will be available at
the entrance to the sanctuary and in the pews. You can
also donate on-line or by mailing a check to the church,
designated for the Christmas offering. God has blessed
the church with incredible leadership, but at times, those
leaders need support from their communities. This
Offering provides that support.

Pentecost Offering
Our Congregation donated $2,130 to the Pentecost
Offering. This amount was matched with funds from the
Special Mission Ministry Fund for a total of $4,130. First
Presbyterian Church retains 40 percent of the offering for
local endeavors. Our 40 percent will go toward
defraying the expenses of our church youth who will be
attending the 2022 Youth Triennium. This amount is
$1652. The remaining 60 percent, which is $2,478, will
be distributed to the Presbytery.
Church member donations to the Peace and Global
Witness offering amount to $955. This amount also will
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be matched. No decision has been made concerning the
25 percent which is kept locally. Mission Ministry is
delaying a decision until information can be obtained
about the possibility of helping a local religious-based
organization that helps at-risk youth.

Angel Tree
The Angel Tree is in the Sanctuary
with children’s names. The “Angels”
are available for selection through
December 5. Please sign up with the
deacon who will record your child/
children. The angel tag will have the
child's needs/wants/sizes. Suggested
spending is $40 to $60. Please purchase
your gifts, wrap them in one bag or
box, attach the identifying tag on the outside, and deliver
to the church by December 10. If you wish to deliver the
gifts to the church during a week day, please call the
office at 638-3345. If you are unable to shop and wish to
make a monetary gift, a Deacon will shop for you. If you
would like someone to pick up your gifts, please contact
Tami Mason at 421-2576.
To my dear church
family: thank you so
much for the wonderful
celebration
for
my
retirement. Your kindness and generosity are
overwhelming. Special
thanks to the musicians who performed, all who
planned and executive this amazing event, and
those of you who gifted me so generously. I am
humbled and thank for you all!
Love, Becky Tish
Service of Healing and Hope
Thursday ~ December 9 ~ 7 p.m.
For those who have experienced a loss,
Christmas can be a painful and difficult time.
We need space and time to acknowledge our
sadness and to know we are not alone. We need
encouragement to live the days ahead of us.
During these times, we are invited to bring
our pain, grief, and loss to God who hears our
prayers. Putting words to this season can often
be difficult. But we do this together in our
relationship with God who is with us in all
seasons. We invite you to join us for this
service of healing and hope in our Sanctuary.
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Expanding Mission Outreach
Have you checked out the Sept/Oct 2021 edition of
Horizons Magazine? Well, in case you missed it, there
is an excellent article to be found inside. An article by
our very own Kay Barnes. It’s wonderful to see the
coverage for our Presbyterian Women (PW) in the PW
national magazine.
Kay’s topic, Expanding Mission Outreach,
summarizes our PW program, their activities, and their
donations.
Our Presbyterian Women welcome all women to join
them in their mission projects. They focus on the needs
in our community and donating to various projects or
organizations that fit the theme of each meeting. Such

as, creating Valentines complete with signatures and
messages sent to the church’s homebound list.
A few of the programs and projects who have
benefited from this group’s creativity and donations are
Unaccompanied Youth project, Toby’s Shower,
Safehouse, our annual Warmth tree.
It’s good to note that the success of the programs and
projects do not belong exclusively to PW but extend to
our members and non-members alike.
Kay says it best about all who participate:
“...our PW group is working to involve everyone in
loving outreach and thoughtful mission activities.”

A Merry Musical Christmas!!
Our Christmas Music Program is Happening
At Schrader, Aragon, and Jacoby Chapel On

Sunday, Dec. 12 at 10 AM
Prayers for Rose Burrows on the passing of her sister, Jan Wulf and her brotherin-law, George Wulf.
(Names through 11/24/21)

Hadyn Adams
Meryl Adams
Stacy Skoumal
Adams
Nadine Amen
James Anderson
Ginger Bell
Gail Blackwell
Lola Brown
Dr. Richard Brown
Minnie Bunley
Chuck Burke
Bryan Burrows
Ann Carver
Gina Courtade
Robert Drummond
TJ Forwood
Kevin Gallagher
Adam George

Melissa Gilespi
Lyle Ginter
Carmen Grubbs
Pat Hamil
Tamiecka Hamm
The Hart Family
Robert Hawk
Geraldine Hayes
Phil Hayes
Sherry Hayes
Ray Hernandez
Jamie Herrera
Christina Hill
Nancy Hoe
Charlie Johnson
Ann Lembke
Debbie Lenhart
William Loftus
Linda Lucas
Tom Milholland &

Children
Kathy Lee
Montgomery
Milton Morris
Jim Muhlbach
Kari Murdoch
Kim Olson
Catherine Pacheko
Dale & Aurthur
Petersen
Amanda Pierce
Brooke Pratt
Robert Pratt
Tyler Pratt
Carol Rieser
Steve Roberts
Frank & Belinda
Serrano
Celia Schadel

Jeannie Smith
Karen Smith
Dick Spomer
Marilyn St. John
Don Stang
Jackie Stoerer
Mary Tolle
Lisa Trapanis
Larry Twidwell
Georgia Valdon
Javen Westby
Allen White
Lexie White
Jennifer Wulf

We appreciate hearing when people are well enough to be taken off of our prayer list. Thank you!
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Dec. 2021 Calendar
Date

Day

December 1

Wednesday

December 2
December 3
December 4
December 5

Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

December 6
December 7

Monday
Tuesday

December 8

Wednesday

December 9

Thursday

December 11

Saturday

Time

5:30 pm
6:00 pm
6:00 pm
7:30 pm
7:00 pm
9:30 am
10:00 am
8:00 am
8:45 am
9:00 am
9:30 am
10:00 am
10:30 am
11:30 am
2:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
5:30 pm
1:00 pm
7:00 pm
2:00 pm
5:30 pm
6:00 pm
7:30 pm
5:30 pm
7:00 p.m.
8:00 am

December 12

Sunday

December 13

Monday

December 14

Tuesday

December 15

Wednesday

December 16

Thursday

10:00 am
5:00 pm
1:00 pm
4:00 pm
5:30 pm
5:30 pm
4:30 pm
5:30 pm
5:30 pm
6:00 pm
7:30 p.m.

Event

Handbell Ensemble Rehearsal
Handbell Choir Rehearsal
Friendship Mariners (Dine Out)
Advent Study (Office & Zoom)
Worship & Music (Zoom)
Coloring & Caring (Office)
Hearts & Hands and Stitch by Stitch (Stage Room)
Worship – In-Person / Fellowship
-9:45 Children’s Sunday School (Chapel)
Adult Sunday School (Office)
Nursery
Worship – In-Person and Live Stream / Fellowship
Children’s Church
Fellowship – (Zoom)
-4 pm Caroling and Cookies
Worship – In-Person
-7 pm Youth Group
Christian Education (Zoom)
Mission Ministry (Zoom)
Boy Scouts of the Arrow (Stage Room)
Finance (Zoom)
Chancel Choir & Handbell Ensemble Rehearsal
Handbell Choir Rehearsal
Advent Study (Office & Zoom)
Sarah Circle (Brazzale’s)
Blue Christmas Service In-Person & Live Stream
Warmth Tree in Sactuary
Men on a Mission (Stage Room)
Christmas Program
At Schrader’s ~ One Service Only ~ 10 a.m.
Worship – In-Person and Live Stream via Schrader’s
Youth Group
Rebecca Circle (Stage Room)
Building & Grounds (Zoom)
New Life (Zoom)
Moms 2 Moms (Zoom)
Personnel (Zoom)
Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Handbell Ensemble Rehearsal
Handbell Choir Rehearsal
Advent Study (Office & Zoom)
NO Newsletter Due – No Newsletter in January
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Dec. 2021 Calendar
Date

Day

December 17

Friday

December 19

Sunday

December 20

Monday

December 21

Tuesday

December 22

Wednesday

December 24

Friday

Time

9:30 am
1:00 pm
8:00 am
8:45 am
9:00 am
9:30 am
10:00 am
10:30 am
11:30 am
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
7:30 p.m.
7:00 pm
1:00 pm
5:30 pm
7:00 pm
5:30 pm
6:00 pm

4:00 pm
7:00 pm
9:00 pm
December 26

Sunday
9:30 am
10:00 am
10:30 am
11:30 am

December 27
December 31

Tuesday
Friday

Event

Coloring & Caring (Office)
Ruth Circle (Stage Room)
Worship – In-Person / Fellowship
-9:45 Children’s Sunday School (Chapel)
Adult Sunday School (Office)
Nursery
Worship – In-Person and Live Stream / Fellowship
Children’s Church
Fellowship – (Zoom)
Worship – In-Person
-7 pm Youth Group
Advent Study (Office & Zoom)
No Local Missions
Session & Deacons Combo In-Person & Zoom
Presbyterian Women Coordinating Team (Brazzale’s)
Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Boy Scouts Order of the Arrow (Stage Room)
Handbell Ensemble Rehearsal
Handbell Choir Rehearsal
Office Closed ½ day @ Noon
Christmas Eve Services – Poinsettia Programs
Worship – In-Person
Worship – In-Person and Live Stream
Worship – In-Person
One Service Only
Nursery
Worship – In-Person and Live Stream
Children’s Church
Project Update and Fellowship
No Adult Sunday School or Youth Group
Office Closed
Office Closed

Our family would like to thank Pastor Bob
and Pastor Diana for delivering a heartfelt
message during Bob’s Celebration of Life
service. We appreciate the outpouring of
love from the church family through cards, phone calls, visits,
and memorials to honor Bob. We are especially thankful to those
who were able to attend the service. Your love and support has
meant a great deal to our family during this difficult time.
God Bless,
Sandy Bernhardt & Family

Weekly Anticipation!
While a lot of thought and planning go into
each worship service, we like to spice it up to
entertain and surprise you with the special moments. During Advent, our nativity scene is
designed for a little intrigue while conveying
this year’s message of “Prepare Our Hearts
for Jesus.”
“We hope you enjoy our display and we pray
the messages given are meaningful for you.”

First Presbyterian Church

220 West 22nd Street (mailing address)
1807 Capitol Ave., Ste. 108 (physical address)
Cheyenne, WY 82001
(307) 638-3345
Website: www.firstprescheyenne.org
Email: churchoffice@firstprescheyenne.org

Nonprofit Organization
U.S. Postage
PAID
Cheyenne, WY 82001
Permit No. 62

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

12/2021

Worship Broadcast

Sundays at 8:30 a.m. on
KRAN 103.3 FM (One-Week Delay)

Live-Streamed Worship Services are accessed
on the first page of our website:
firstprescheyenne.org and on our YouTube channel.

3 Christmas Eve Services
4 p.m. ~ 7 p.m. ~ 9 p.m.
Livestream at 7 p.m.
Poinsettia Programs are distributed.

