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Thanksgiving
and Advent
In November we enter the
holiday time. I don’t like to
rush past Thanksgiving and
start thinking about Christmas
until Advent begins. Thanksgiving is a very important
part of our faith. Read Psalm 136 and you will hear,
“Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, his steadfast
love endures forever.” One of the ways we give thanks
to God is through our offerings. During this month, you
will have the opportunity to make your 2022
stewardship pledge to First Presbyterian Church. I
earnestly hope you see your pledge as a Thanksgiving
response to all that God has given you. Consider how
you have been blessed by the ministry of the church and
in Thanksgiving offer your gifts as a worship response
to God.
Gifts are a big topic in the news right now. Even
though Advent and Christmas do not start until after
Thanksgiving, the first Sunday of Advent is on Nov. 28,
and the consumer market and news have been talking
about Christmas gifts since October. In particular, the
consumer market is very concerned about the
availability of Christmas gifts this year. In a perfect
storm of challenges, there is a “supply chain crisis” that
may prevent consumers from buying all the Christmas
gifts they want this year. There are container ships
waiting at ports to be unloaded and consumers waiting
in stores to buy gifts; but, there is a problem in

Stewardship Sunday
November 21
You will receive a Pledge Card in the mail and we
ask you to return your card during worship on
Nov. 21. Thank you in advance for your faithful
support of the ministry at First Presbyterian
Church. We accept pledge cards anytime but
would really appreciate them by the end of the
calendar year so we may budget appropriately.

Rev. Diana Hartman

pastordiana@firstprescheyenne.org

transporting “that perfect Christmas toy” from ship to
shelves. “It’s a crisis!!” according to the news.
For Christians though, there is no “supply chain
crisis” we need to worry about when it comes to our
Christmas gift. The good news that we know and find
peace in is that as Advent begins, we will be waiting and
expecting the arrival of the only Christmas gift that
matters, the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
When the birth of Jesus was announced to his mother
Mary, the angel Gabriel said this, “Do not be afraid for
you have found favor (you have found grace) with
God.” The Greek word used here, ‘charin’, is the root
word for gracious gift. God’s grace in Jesus Christ is the
only Christmas gift we need. And we wait, not worrying
about whether God’s gift will arrive, but we wait with
full certainty and excited anticipation trusting in his
arrival as God promised. There may be challenge this
year getting a toy from a ship to a shelf, but there is no
challenge for God getting his grace from heaven to our
hearts.
As we consider the celebration of Advent and
Christmas, may we hear these words from the angel
Gabriel to Mary for ourselves, “Do not be afraid” “have no fear”. May we enter into Advent and prepare
ourselves to receive the gift of Jesus Christ and God’s
grace into our hearts and our homes.
I wish for you and your family, a very Happy
Thanksgiving and a Blessed beginning of Advent as we
prepare to receive the great gift of God’s love and grace
through the birth of our Savior.
Blessings
Pastor Bob

Chancel Choir Rehearsals Now
on Tuesdays at 5:30 p.m.
Bell Choir Rehearsals
Wednesdays at 6 p.m.

All Are Welcome!!
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track to finish on time. Watch for pictures in our weekly
posts on the church Facebook page and on our display in
the west hallway of the church. You can check them out
and see what is happening.
We thank you for your continued support and look
forward to worshiping together in our refreshed
sanctuary and celebrating in our renovated space soon.
Questions about the renovation? Please give Bruce
Heimbuck, our Owner’s Representative, a call at (307)
331-0930.

Capital Project
Through September 2021
We have collected $730,793 of the pledged $1,068,893.
Thank you to everyone for your support!
Going down to place the elevator footings.

What’s Happening
with the Renovation?
This has been a busy month and things are starting to
take shape. The demolition is just about completed. The
main staircase is being removed now. If you have been
by the church, you can see the trees and playground
equipment have been removed. The ramp, the west
vestibule, and the parlor door entrance have also been
removed. The ramp on Carey gets us into the church; it’s
not pretty, but it works. We are worshiping every week
and hope you are there in person or on live stream. The
Gospel continues to be preached, even in the midst of the
renovation.
FCI has also done work to shore up the foundation
that will be close to the new elevator and is digging a
huge hole for the new elevator shaft. That hole needs to
be even deeper, so we can watch the pile of dirt grow as
digging continues. Then, in the next couple of weeks,
contractors will start work on the foundation for the
elevator.
While this report talks mostly about what has been
removed, we are starting to put some things back. The
new kitchen area has been defined, the concrete removed,
and the new plumbing and electrical in the new kitchen
started.
The new playground equipment has been selected and
the design shared with the students. They were happy to
know they are getting new swings! We will order these
items soon to ensure no price hikes before spring. David
Ohde is updating the landscaping design, which will
complement the original building and the new addition.
Work is moving forward, and we are on schedule. We
have had no material or equipment delays and are on

It is so good to be back in Cheyenne. I
missed my church family very much. Thank
you for all the prayers.
Stacey went through an exceedingly
challenging time and is still in a period of adjusting to
new medications. Her doctor assured me that it would be
all right to come home. Also, thank you for the birthday
cards and support letters. I was able to relax and enjoy
them.
Blessings to All,
Dana Skoumal
Joe and Becky Dougherty would like
to thank you, our dear friends and
church family, for your kind words
and deeds, cards, and loving support,
following our loss of our great-granddaughter, Celeste. Please know your support has meant a
great deal to us and our family.

Church Book Club
The Church Book Club will meet on the 3rd
Thursdays of November 2021, January
2022, and March 2022. We will plan to meet at 4 pm at
the home of Phyllis O'Connor, 710 Mylar Park Drive,
and on Zoom for those who prefer to meet that way.
At our November 18 meeting, we will discuss A
Woman is No Man, by Etaf Rum.
We will discuss The Dearly Beloved, by Cara Wall, at
our January meeting.
We will continue to look for a good book to discuss
next March. Everyone is invited to join the group. Please
contact Phyllis O'Connor at 307-630-3997 or
phyloconn@msn.com with questions or if you would like
to receive emails about Church Book Club.
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Comea ~ Cook and Serve
The Christmas Joy Offering is a cherished Presbyterian
tradition that dates back to the 1930’s. The Offering
distributes gifts equally to the assistance program of the
Board of Pensions and to Presbyterian-related schools
and colleges equipping communities of color. The
assistance program provides critical help for church
workers and their families. Presbyterian-related schools
and colleges provide educational assistance and
leadership opportunities while nurturing racial and ethnic
heritage. This has been a Presbyterian commitment for
140 years. The $1.1 million in gifts given since 2017, are
providing critical financial support and grants for current
and retired Presbyterian church workers in their times of
need. This year the Christmas Joy Offering will be taken
December 19th. Donation envelopes will be available at
the entrance to the sanctuary and in the pews. You can
also donate on-line or by mailing a check to the church,
designated for the Christmas offering. God has blessed
the church with incredible leadership, but at times, those
leaders need support from their communities. This
Offering provides that support.

Do you enjoy cooking...fellowship…
helping others? If so, the perfect
opportunity for all three is coming up
soon!
We will continue the tradition of
assembling our delicious and revered
chicken enchilada dinners for the residents at Comea on
Tuesday, November 9.
The cooking starts at 1:30 p.m. for 3-4 volunteers. If
you would rather serve dinner while laughing, bantering
with the residents, and hearing their delight at the
delicious meal, then you should plan to be at Comea
around 5:40 p.m. We need 4 or 5 volunteers for this as
well.
Continue to wear your mask while doing either of
these activities. Your help is appreciated greatly by the
Comea residents!
Contact Tami Mason at 307-421-2576 or
masonrs1@aol.com to volunteer.

\

Also...The

Angel Tree
Will be Decorated With
Names on November 21

Hanging of the Greens!! Christmas Celebration
Join us for our traditional Hanging of the Greens fellowship and decorating of the sanctuary.
Sunday, November 21st following the 5:00 pm service
We will be serving Chili, Fritos and Brownies. Please sign up either at the church or on the Flocknote sign up so we
can be sure to have enough food. (The sign up will be sent in Flocknotes and reminders will appear in the bulletins.)
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Being Thankful
November is one of my
favorite months of the year.
I love seeing all the
wonderful colors, hearing the crunching of leafs, and the
smells of apples baking. I also like November because
it’s a natural time to focus on being thankful.
I decided I wanted to do something to help my boys
focus on gratitude during the month of November. Here
is a short devotional you can do with your family! The
scripture is taken from Luke 17:11-19. How often do we
forget to say, “Thank You”? Just two little words that say
so much. Imagine what it would feel like to give a
present to someone, but all they did was grab it and rip
the wrapping off without as much as a 'thank you'. That's
how God must feel when we don't say thank you to Him.
But there is so much to be thankful for if we'd only stop
and look. Here are just a few ways we can say thank you
to God each day.
Each morning thank Him for the new day.
Thank Him for the little things so often missed
throughout the day.
Thank Him for answered prayers.
Thank Him for all He's yet to do in your life.
Thank Him for the simple fact that He loves you.
Every little thing you have in your life is a blessing
from God and something to be thankful for. If you take
some time to think about all you have, you'll be surprised
at how much there is to be thankful for – because it's not
about how much you have or don't have. You may have
very little worldly possessions, but still have much to be
thankful for. God loves it when we have thankful hearts
and will honor that. He looks at the heart, not the
outward circumstances. So give God the thanks He
deserves.
“In everything give thanks; for this is the will of God
in Christ Jesus for you.”
- 1 Thessalonians 5:18
It is my prayer that your family will be blessed by
spending a month focusing on God’s goodness and
thanking God for everything we have!
Happy Thanksgiving!
Blessings,
Ashely Braisted

Toys for Tots collection will run through
Sunday, Nov. 28.

Office Closed Veterans Day Nov. 11.

Stewardship Sunday
Pledge Commitment Sunday Nov. 21
Nov. 28
Advent Starts and
Poinsettia Request
inserted into
Bulletin

The church office
will be closed Nov. 26 & 27
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A Service of Healing and Hope
For those who have experienced a loss,
Christmas can be a painful and difficult time.
We need space and time to acknowledge our
sadness and to know we are not alone. We need
encouragement to live the days ahead of us.
During these times, we are invited to bring our
pain, grief, and loss to God who hears our
prayers. Putting words to this season can often
be difficult. But we do this together in our
relationship with God who is with us in all
seasons. We invite you to join us for this
service of healing and hope.

Prayers for Joe and Becky Dougherty on the loss of their great-granddaughter,
Celeste Hayden and Sandy Bernhardt and family on the passing of her husband, Bob.
(Names through 10/25/21)
Hadyn Adams
Meryl Adams
Stacy Skoumal
Adams
Nadine Amen
James Anderson
Ginger Bell
Gail Blackwell
Lola Brown
Dr. Richard Brown
Minnie Bunley
Chuck Burke
Bryan Burrows
Gina Courtade
Robert Drummond
TJ Forwood
Kevin Gallagher
Adam George
David George

Melissa Gilespi
Lyle Ginter
Carmen Grubbs
Pat Hamil
Tamiecka Hamm
The Hart Family
Robert Hawk
Geraldine Hayes
Phil Hayes
Sherry Hayes
Ray Hernandez
Jamie Herrera
Christina Hill
Nancy Hoe
Charlie Johnson
Ann Lembke
Debbie Lenhart
William Loftus
Kathy Lee

Montgomery
Milton Morris
Ardyce Murdoch
Kari Murdoch
Kim Olson
Catherine Pacheko
Dale & Aurthur
Petersen
Amanda Pierce
Brooke Pratt
Robert Pratt
Tyler Pratt
Carol Rieser
Steve Roberts
Ricky Roland
Celia Schadel
Jeannie Smith
Dick Spomer
Marilyn St. John

Don Stang
Brandon Stevens
Jackie Stoerer
Rod Stone
Mary Tolle
Lisa Trapanis
Larry Twidwell
Georgia Valdon
Karl Weise
Javen Westby
Allen White
Lexie White
**New Additions

We appreciate hearing when people are well enough to be taken off of our prayer list. Thank you!
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November 2021 Calendar
Date

Day

November 1
November 2

Monday
Tuesday

November 3

Wednesday

November 4
November 5
November 6
November 7

Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

November 8

Monday

November 9

Tuesday

November 10

Wednesday

November 11

Thursday

November 13

Saturday

Time

5:30 pm
1:00 pm
5:30 pm
7:00 pm
5:30 pm
6:00 pm
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
9:30 am
10:00 am
8:00 am
8:45 am
9:00 am
9:30 am
10:00 am
10:30 am
11:30 am
5:00 pm
5:00 pm
4:00 pm
5:30 pm
5:30 pm
4:30 pm
5:30 pm
2:00 pm
5:30 pm
6:00 pm
5:30 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

November 14

Sunday
8:00 am
8:45 am
9:00 am
9:30 am
10:00 am
10:30 am
11:30 am

Event

Christian Education (Zoom)
Mission Ministry (Zoom)
Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Boy Scouts of the Arrow (Stage Room)
Handbell Ensemble Rehearsal
Handbell Choir Rehearsal
Friendship Mariners (Dine Out)
Worship & Music (Zoom)
Coloring & Caring (Office)
Hearts & Hands (Stage Room)
Daylight Saving Time Ends
Worship – In-Person / Fellowship
-9:45 Children’s Sunday School (Chapel)
Adult Sunday School (New Office Space)
Nursery
Worship – In-Person and Live Stream / Fellowship
Children’s Church
Fellowship – (Zoom)
Worship – In-Person
Youth Group
Building & Grounds (Zoom)
New Life (Zoom)
Moms 2 Moms (Zoom)
Cook and Serve Comea
Personnel (Zoom)
Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Finance (Zoom)
Handbell Ensemble Rehearsal
Handbell Choir Rehearsal
Veterans Day – Office Closed
Sarah Circle (Brazzale’s)
Men on a Mission (Stage Room)
PW Luncheon (The Office Restaurant)
-2:00 pm Officer Training (Stage Room & Zoom)
Family Promise Begins
Worship – In-Person / Fellowship
-9:45 Children’s Sunday School (Chapel)
Adult Sunday School (New Office Space)
Nursery
Worship – In-Person and Live Stream / Fellowship
Children’s Church
Fellowship – (Zoom)
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November 2021 Calendar
Date

Day

November 15

Monday

November 16

Tuesday

November 17

Wednesday

November 18
November 19

Thursday
Friday

November 20
November 21

Saturday
Sunday

November 22

Monday

November 23

Tuesday

November 24

Wednesday

November 25
November 26
November 28

Thursday
Friday
Sunday

Time

Event

5:00 pm Worship – In-Person
5:00 pm Youth Group
Newsletter Due
7:00 pm Session (Stage Room & Zoom)
5:30 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal
7:00 pm Boy Scouts of the Arrow (Stage Room)
9:30 am Walk, Pray, Love (O’Connor’s)
5:30 pm Handbell Ensemble Rehearsal
6:00 pm Handbell Choir Rehearsal
4:00 pm Church Book Club (O’Connor’s & Zoom)
9:30 am Coloring & Caring (Office)
1:00 pm Ruth Circle (Stage Room)
10:00 am Stitch by Stitch (Stage Room)
Stewardship Sunday – Stewardship Cards Collected
8:00 am Worship – In-Person / Fellowship
8:45 am -9:45 Children’s Sunday School (Chapel)
9:30 am Nursery
10:00 am Worship – In-Person and Live Stream / Fellowship
10:30 am Children’s Church
11:30 am Fellowship – (Zoom)
5:00 pm Worship – In-Person
5:00 pm Youth Group
6:00 pm Hanging of the Greens and Meal
1:00 pm Rebecca Circle (Stage Room)
6:30 pm Local Missions (Zoom)
7:00 pm Deacons (Zoom)
1:00 pm Presbyterian Women Coordinating Team (Brazzale’s)
5:30 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal
5:30 pm Handbell Ensemble Rehearsal
6:00 pm Handbell Choir Rehearsal
Thanksgiving Day – Office Closed
Office Closed
1st Sunday of Advent / End Toys for Tots Collection
8:00 am Worship – In-Person / Fellowship
8:45 am -9:45 Children’s Sunday School (Chapel)
9:00 am Adult Sunday School (New Office Space)
9:30 am Nursery
10:00 am Worship – In-Person and Live Stream / Fellowship
10:30 am Children’s Church
11:30 am Fellowship – (Zoom) Project Update
5:00 pm Worship – In-Person
5:00 pm Youth Group

Visit our website to sign up for reservations. fir stpr escheyenne.or g and click on the desired reservation button.

First Presbyterian Church

220 West 22nd Street (mailing address)
1807 Capitol Ave., Ste. 108 (physical address)
Cheyenne, WY 82001
(307) 638-3345
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Email: churchoffice@firstprescheyenne.org
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

11/2021

Worship Broadcast

Sundays at 8:30 a.m. on
KRAN 103.3 FM (One-Week Delay)

The secret of change is to
focus all of your energy
not on fighting the old but
on building the new.

~ Socrates

Live-Streamed Worship Services are accessed
on the first page of our website:
firstprescheyenne.org and on our YouTube channel.

the season that
teaches us change
can be beautiful.

