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The Season of Lent
All of March is contained within
the Season of Lent, that time in
the church calendar when we
journey towards the Cross and the
empty Tomb. Holy Week begins on the last Sunday of
March. I encourage you, during March, to fully immerse
yourself in a spiritual journey that will prepare your
heart for a full celebration of the Passion of Jesus Christ.
Part of the journey is recognizing that through our
baptism we are joined with Christ in his death on the
cross and by his Resurrection we are given new life. We
can’t experience the resurrection without first dying to
our old self.
I have been reading a book by C.S. Lewis called
“Miracles: A Preliminary Study”. It is a classic where
Lewis explores the subject of Miracles and their
reasonable place as part of God’s way with humanity. I
invite you to check the book out from our wonderful
library. In the book, Lewis writes about the Miracle of
Christ’s death and resurrection. Two of Lewis’ points
are fascinating to me.
First, Lewis describes dual nature of death. Death
is both the result of human sin and the means by which
God redeems humanity. Lewis writes, “On the one hand
Death is the triumph of Satan, the punishment of the
Fall, and the last enemy….On the other hand only (one)
who loses (their) life will save it. We are baptized into
the death of Christ, and it is the remedy for the Fall….It
is Satan’s great weapon and also God’s great weapon.”
The blessing from God in Jesus’ incarnation and his
death and resurrection is that God has stripped away the
power from Satan’s biggest weapon. 1 Cor. 15:55 says,
“Death has been swallowed up in victory. Where, O
death is thy sting.” Now, through Christ’s death is the
passage to new life. So we try to stave off death and
grieve at a loved one’s passing while at the same time
celebrate the death and new life we are offered through
Jesus Christ.
Secondly, Lewis remarks how the pattern of
descent into death, followed by an ascent through the
resurrection to new life, is the pattern of God’s creation
and the pattern for God’s reconciling work for humanity.
In the natural world, a seed must fall to the ground and
die in order that a new plant grows, bringing life to the
earth. It is through the death of various life forms, like
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plants and animals, that life in plants, animals, and
humans survives. Lewis wrote, “If the pattern of Descent
and Re-ascent is the very formula of reality, then in the
mystery of Death the secret of secrets lies hid.” Lewis
calls the incarnation the greatest miracle of all as God
descended into human form in order to re-ascend after
the resurrection in glory.
During March may we reflect on the great mystery
of new life we have received through the death and
resurrection of our Lord and Savior. On our Lenten
journey may we daily practice dying to ourselves and
receiving the new life given to us through faith in Jesus
Christ as our Lord.
Through Christ,
Pastor Bob
ASH
WEDNESDAY
February 17
Through
Saturday
April 3

PW Give Away
Presbyterian Women have received donations of yarn
and fabric which cannot be used for our mission projects
due to fiber content or texture. On March 16-18, we will
set items out for people to come and take whatever they
can use. Please check the church calendar for dates and
times. If you have any questions, please call Kay Barnes
at 778-7445 and leave a message.

Church Volunteer Opportunity
Church Office Volunteer(s)
Thursdays - 3 Hours
(Preferably 1:30-4:30)
Purpose:
To assist Executive Assistant ShelLu Arrowsmith
Responsibilities:
Answer phones, take messages, and
direct people, who call or come in,
to appropriate staff.
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Capital Steering Committee

We Are Making Progress!
Since our newsletter article in February, we have worked
to move our renovation/remodel project forward
significantly . . . and we have a favor to ask of our
congregation: If you plan to hold any weddings or
special activities at the church over the next year, please
visit with Pastor Bob at your earliest convenience. We
are predicting construction work at our church from
approximately June 2021-April 2022.
Planning work with our architects, TDSi, and FCI
Constructors continues. We have held our first meetings
to discuss office and kitchen designs and have scheduled
follow-up meetings. We are also discussing plans for the
new Family Promise/Mission Support Center and thank
all who have shared their ideas with us.
Very soon we will be looking at what TDSi and FCI
Constructors recommend for project phasing, i.e., the
timing of various phases of our project and
considerations about when we will need to close the
office, sanctuary, or other parts of the church in order to
allow for construction and maintain a safe environment
for staff and congregation. CSC realizes that decisions on
phasing represent a balancing act between considerations
of cost savings and the impact of closures on our
members, and we will carefully consider the options
before recommending a plan to Session for its approval.
We hope our current livestream capabilities will ease the
impact of any temporary closures and help us maintain
our connections as members of a worshiping community.
While we are working on this planning phase, you
may see some preconstruction activity at church. TDSi
and FCI will likely be doing some "exploratory surgery"
to investigate what is behind some of the walls and doing
what they can to predict possible complications from
things like unusual wiring or misplaced pipes. Of course,
the workers doing the investigating will cover the
"wounds" as appropriate for safety, but we do not expect
a cosmetic repair if an eventual demo is planned. The
most important thing as this point is to make sure that
“wound repair” is in place in a childproof manner for
safety’s sake.
Please take time to read the article in this newsletter
from Building and Grounds Ministry. We are celebrating
their plan for Operation Sync, doing some much needed
and deferred work to refresh our sanctuary in conjunction
with FCI working on the new fire suppression sprinkling
system for the area. The look of our beautiful sanctuary
with fresh paint, a repaired ceiling, new carpet, and new
pew cushions will add to our sense of celebration as
everything comes together in such an exciting way!
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Also, we ask that you let us know if you are interested
in helping with any of the items listed below. Please call
Larry Barttelbort (307) 631-0812 or Greta Morrow (307)
421-3436 if you would like to be part of one of these
planning committees. We will appreciate your help!
1. Groundbreaking Ceremony
2. Time Capsule
3. Cornerstone
4. Memorial Beam
5. Topping Out Ceremony
6. Ribbon Cutting Ceremony

Building and Grounds Update

Operation Sync

We’re pleased to announce that we will
be able to complete several long-deferred
projects in a synchronized effort with our
capital improvements project. We will
fund this work from our Building and
Grounds Ministry budget and possibly
use some additional funds not associated with the capital
campaign.
These are the tasks we hope to accomplish under
OPERATION SYNC!
- Repair the sanctuary, west hall, and bell tower
ceilings
- Paint the sanctuary, west hall, and bell tower
- Refinish the hardwood floors in the sanctuary
- Install new carpeting in the sanctuary and
adjoining areas
- Purchase new pew cushions for the sanctuary
- Remove the round, nonworking plastic speakers
that hang from the sanctuary ceilings.
As the Operation Sync name implies, we will be
working closely with TDSi, our architect, and FCI,
our construction company, to mesh the timing of each
project with FCI’s work on our building and to
coordinate details such as paint colors and carpeting
selections with the décor of our remodel. In short, this
is an opportunity for us to complete needed work
when we are in construction mode, and we are
grateful this opportunity presented itself.
Building and Grounds Ministry is grateful to have
this opportunity to enhance the safety and beauty of
our building! We encourage anyone with questions
about our Operation Sync projects to contact a
member of our ministry.
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Faith & Racial Healing
Do you want to learn how to advocate for
racial healing within your family,
church, and community?
Facilitated by: Rev. Diana Hartman
Faith & Racial Healing: Embracing Truth, Justice, and
Restoration is an eight-session program that guides
participants in telling the truth about the history of racism
in the United States, that we might work toward true
reconciliation with God and restoration with one another.
Faith and Racial Healing is presented through the lens of
the Christian tradition and is the second program in
JustFaith Ministries’ racial justice series.
This program consists of eight 2½ hour sessions, as
well as an opening retreat and immersion experience. All
sessions include prayer, active listening, and relationshipbuilding. Though Faith and Racial Healing focuses
specifically on African Slaves and their descendants, it
also opens participants’ eyes to patterns of injustice that
affect other people of color as well. As with all JustFaith
programs, participants explore how their faith should
inform their response to their learning, as well as discern
action steps for working toward racial healing in their
own communities.
Available starting: April 8, from 9:00 am to 11:30 am
each Thursday for 8 weeks. No registration fee. Each
participant will purchase their own books (approximate
cost of 3 books is $45). Scholarships are available. Group
is limited to 15 participants. You may either participate
via Zoom or in person at First Presbyterian Church.
To learn more visit: https://justfaith.or g/faith-andracial-healing-embracing-truth-justice-and-restoration/
To sign up go to:
https://firstpresbyterianchurc20.flocknote.com/
signups/40888
For more information contact: Rev. Diana
Hartman: pastordiana@firstprescheyenne.org, 638-3345.

Capital Project Cornerstone
A Capital Campaign Update

We hired a CMAR (Construction Manager at Risk).
They are FCI Constructors (FCI). FCI and our architect,
TDSi, are working with First Pres. on our renovation.
Tentative Dates are:
June 2021 Construction Begins
April 2022 Final Completion
“Building Fund” envelopes are available in the office.
Please write “Building Fund” on your check memo line.
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The Adult Sunday School
group is still meeting via
Zoom. On February 14th
we began new course
material titled, “Comparative Religion.” The course is
designed to help us understand the complex and
multidimensional nature of religion. It explores the many
similarities that link all religions, as well as major
differences among many of the world's religious
traditions. The course is structured around a 'topical'
approach, examining various practices, themes and
beliefs of the world's religions.
Please consider joining us at 8:45 on Sunday mornings
before the worship service. Contact Walt George
(wgeorge09@msn.com or 630-4888) to get the Zoom
link to the class meeting.
This information was printed in a
Lenten brochure printed
for our church in 1965.

Suggestions for Lent
Be present, as far as possible, at
every service of the church. The
benefit will be to others as well as to
yourself.
Read the scriptures regularly and meditate upon what
you read. Do not regard the Bible as a Book of the past.
Pray until prayer becomes a habit, turning to God at
all times as naturally as the flowers turn to the sun.
Let self-examination be a daily duty. It is not a
question of where you stand, but whether you are
moving.
Make your Lent positive. Undertake some practical
work for good; and carry it through.
——————————————————————
Don’t forget to put your pennies in
the Pennies for Stained Glass jar
toward the rear of the sanctuary. We
aren’t able to empty the Penny Jar very
often but when we do, we usually find $100
or so. We need to continue saving our
pennies as this fund goes toward any
maintenance or cleaning needed on our
beautiful windows. Try putting your age in
pennies every year on your birthday.
If you are interested in serving on this committee or
just helping with some of our projects, please contact
Peggy Williams at 634-0147.
———————————————————————
Remember, It is important to know where we
have come from as we journey forward making
our own history.
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Happy Easter
As I recently strolled down the grocery
aisle, I was taken back by the shelves
piled high with jelly beans, plasticwrapped gift baskets, pink and yellow
marshmallow chicks, and giant chocolate bunnies! No
wonder kids get confused about Easter! For believing
moms and dads, explaining Christmas to our kids is a
cinch. This is because the birth of Jesus is relatively
simple to grasp. Nativity scenes, carols and pageants all
reinforce the biblical story, making it easier to keep
Santa Claus in perspective.
But are we keeping Christ in Easter? How do we keep
Christ the focus of our Easter celebrations? How do we
begin to explain to our kids something as profound,
powerful, and mysterious as the death and resurrection
of Jesus, which is, after all, at the very heart of our
Christian faith?
“How do we help our kids understand that when it
comes to Easter, Jesus (not the Easter Bunny!) is the
reason for the season?” The good news is that our
children come into the world hard-wired to grasp deep
spiritual truths – even something so amazing and
miraculous as the Resurrection. This is because for
children, believing in God is instinctive. It is as natural
as breathing. Jesus recognized this when He said:
“Let the little children come to me and do not hinder
them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as
these” (Mark 10:14; Luke 18:16).
Bottom line: Our children are hungry for the truths of
God. So don’t be shy. Don’t hold back. I encourage you
to use free resources. This could be online devotions,
Lent-in-a-Box (I still have a few if you would like one),
YouTube videos or books from the library. This Easter
Season find something to help you and your family to
boldly explore what God has to say about Easter, the
most important event in human history, and to grow in
faith together. I suggest that you select a regular time
(perhaps after dinner, or before bedtime) to read and
discuss questions. You might want to begin and close
each devotional time with a short prayer. Have a Bible
handy in case you want to look up scripture references.
If in your conversations, your child poses a question for
which you don’t have an answer, don’t be afraid to say,
“I don’t know,” or, “Let’s look in the Bible,” or, “Let’s
ask our pastor about that.” And don’t be surprised when
your child teaches you!
Of course there are an infinite number of questions
about the life, death and resurrection of Jesus – more
than can ever be answered in one week. What’s
important, is that in these days leading up to Easter, you
and your child will have a powerful opportunity to grow
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together in the knowledge and love of our Lord. You and
your child will gain a clearer understanding of not only
what you believe, but why. Remember, God loves a
seeking heart! (Matthew 7:7-12)
Have a wonderful Easter with your family!
Bless you,
Ashley Braisted
Children’s and Youth Ministry Director

As we prayerfully approach the season of Lent, it is time
to consider our participation in the One Great Hour of
Sharing Offering. For the past 71 years, the One Great
Hour of Sharing Offering has been giving a hand up to
vulnerable people. The yearly offering supports the
Presbyterian Hunger Program, Self Development of
People and Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. The
offering provides a way to offer assistance to people in
challenging situations by sharing God’s love with our
neighbors in need. The three programs supported by the
One Great Hour of Sharing Offering all work in different
ways to support struggling individuals and communities.
From initial disaster response to ongoing community
development, One Great Hour of Sharing provides
sustenance, support and hope.
One Great Hour of Sharing has provided 4.1 million
dollars in aid to 57 countries through Presbyterian
Disaster Assistance just in the first half of 2020. 5676
Presbyterian Disaster Team workers were served in
2019. Also in 2019, 94 grants were awarded through the
Presbyterian Hunger Program for aid in twenty
countries. 17,000 people were trained both nationally
and internationally for One Great Hour of Sharing
ministries. Over 51,000 were planted around the world!
Please prayerfully consider your donation to One
Great Hour of Sharing in March and ending with Palm
Sunday March 28. You may give online or using pew
envelopes found in the sanctuary.

Pressure Cooker Class
Many of you have electric pressure cookers and some
have asked how to make various foods. I’m testing the
waters to see if you are interested in a one-time class to
learn more about this wonderful appliance. Tentative
plan is to hold it on a Saturday (no date at this time),
pick menu items you are interested in making, bring
your pots and recipe ingredients, accessories needed,
cook together, then have a meal together. If you are
interested, please contact Belinda Smith at
belajean2@gmail.com or call me at 307-421-4896.
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In The Library
“Living on the Mountain” is a
daily devotional book by Roger
Psalms. He has included many
different topics which he hopes
will give you strength and
encouragement and help you
meet the Lord on the mountaintops of faith while
surviving the valleys of daily life. You are welcome
to keep the book for a year of devotions. [242.2
PAL.LIV]

The next book discussion will be held on Thursday,
March 25, at 7 PM. We will discuss "Sanctuary" by
Emily Rapp Black. We will meet via Zoom. Please
call Phyllis O'Connor at 307-630-3997 or email at
phyloconn@msn.com with questions.

Live-Streamed
Services
For the Adults in Our
Worship Services: Since our
services are live-streamed,
there is a possibility you may
be captured on the video we post to YouTube. By
attending our services, as an adult, you
automatically give permission to be on video. If
you would like to attend worship services without
appearing in any of the videos, you can escape the
camera by sitting in the back section of the church.
Prayers for Judy Phillips on the passing of her brother, Larry Benfer.
Hadyn Adams
Meryl Adams
Stacy Skoumal
Adams
Nadine Amen
James Anderson
Joan Anderson
Ginger Bell
Bob Bernhardt
Gail Blackwell
Gray Blattmann
Keith & Gail
Braisted
Clarice Brown
Dr. Richard Brown
Minnie Bunley
Bryan Burrows
Barbara Clark
Gina Courtade
Heather Davis
Robert Drummond
Kaitlyn Fansler

Mike Forister
TJ Forwood
Kevin Gallagher
Adam George
Carmen Grubbs
Dolores Gunn
Sam Gusea
Ruth Hale
Tim Hale
Tamiecka Hamm
The Hart Family
Lizzie Hartman
Safia Hauswirth
Robert Hawk
Geraldine Hayes
Phil Hayes
Sherry Hayes
Ray Hernandez
Jamie Herrera
Christina Hill
Kelly Jensen
Charlie Johnson
Lauri Lamm

Ann Lembke
Debbie Lenhart
William Loftus
David Lopez, Sr.
Sheila Lutz
Kathy Lee
Montgomery
Milton Morris
Ardyce Murdoch
Kari Murdoch
Kim Olson
Catherine Pacheko
Dale & Aurthur
Petersen
Brooke Pratt
Tyler Pratt
Cathy Price
Carol Rieser
Ricky Roland
Celia Schadel
Don Schrader
Heather Smith
Jeannie Smith

Dick Spomer
Marilyn St. John
Else Summers
Mary Tolle
Lisa Trapanis
Aaron Turpen
Larry Twidwell
Georgia Valdon
Wendy Walkley
Bob Wensky
Javen Westby
Allen White
Larry White
Lexie White
Marc Woods
**New Additions
Please let us know when
we may remove a loved
one or friend from our
prayer list. Thank you!
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March 2021 Calendar
Date

Day

Time

Event

PLEASE NOTE: Most meetings will have Zoom access that the committee/ministry chair will request. They will also
schedule and host any in-person meetings. Please contact the chair if you have any questions about the meeting.
March 1

Monday

March 2

Tuesday

March 3

Wednesday

March 5

Friday

March 6

Saturday

March 7

Sunday

March 8

Monday

March 9

Tuesday

March 10

Wednesday

March 11
March 13

Thursday
Saturday

March 14

Sunday

March 15

Monday

March 16

Tuesday

5:30 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
9:00 am
1:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
6:00 pm
6:01 pm
9:30 am
10:00 am
3:00 pm
8:45 am
9:00 am
9:30 am
10:00 am
10:30 am
11:30 am
4:00 pm
5:30 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
10:30 pm
4:30 pm
7:00 pm
2:00 pm
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
8:00 am
3:00 pm
8:45 am
9:00 am
9:30 am
10:00 am
10:30 am
11:30 am
12:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm

Christian Ed (Zoom)
Boy Scouts Troop 116
Worship and Music (Zoom)
Capital Project Meeting (Fellowship Hall)
Mission Ministry (Zoom)
Lenten Bible Study (Zoom)
Boy Scouts Order of the Arrow
Handbells (Sanctuary)
Friendship Mariner’s (Zoom)
Coloring and Caring (Zoom)
Hearts and Hands (Parlor)
Girl Scouts (Studio)
Adult Sunday School (Zoom)
Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
Nursery
Worship -- In-Person (Website/YouTube)
Children’s Sunday School
Fellowship (Zoom)
Building and Grounds (Zoom)
Mom 2 Mom (CEW)
Boy Scouts Troop 116
New Life (Zoom)
Deacons Cook and Serve at Comea
Website Design (LCE)
Personnel (Zoom)
Lenten Bible Study (Zoom)
Finance (Zoom)
Handbells (Sanctuary)
Sarah Circle (Zoom)
Men on a Mission (Fellowship Hall/Zoom)
Girl Scouts (Studio)
Easter Lily Forms are Available / Daylight Savings Time Begins
Adult Sunday School (Zoom)
Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
Nursery
Worship -- In-Person (Website/YouTube)
Children’s Sunday School
Fellowship (Zoom)
Investment (Zoom)
Boy Scouts Troop 116
Session (Zoom)
Newsletter Due
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March 2021 Calendar
Date
March 16 (cont.)

Day
Tuesday

March 17
March 17 & 18
March 19

Wednesday
Weds. & Thurs.
Friday

March 20

Saturday

March 21

Sunday

March 22

Monday

March 23

Tuesday

March 24

Wednesday

March 25

Thursday

March 27
March 28

Saturday
Sunday

March 30
March 31

Tuesday
Wednesday

Time
9:00 am
7:00 pm
12:00 pm
7:00 pm
6:00 pm
8:30 am
9:30 am
1:00 pm
10:00 am
3:00 pm
8:45 am
9:00 am
9:30 am
10:00 am
10:30 am
11:30 am
1:00 pm
6:30 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
1:00 pm
1:00 pm
7:00 pm
9:00 am
6:00 pm
5:30 pm
7:00 pm
3:00 pm
8:45 am
9:00 am
9:30 am
10:00 am
10:30 am
11:30 am
9:00 am
6:00 am

Radio Service Broadcast
Do you know someone who
listens to the radio worship
service?
Would
they
be
interested in listening to the full
service? We can make a CD or
DVD of the full service for those who do
not have access to a computer or our
website. Know someone who would
appreciate this service? If so, please let the
office know. We know someone who’d be
happy to make a CD or DVD for them.

Event
Capital Project Meeting (Fellowship Hall)
Lenten Bible Study (Zoom)
- 4:00 pm PW Giveaway (LCE)
Boy Scouts Order of the Arrow
Handbells (Sanctuary)
- 4:00 pm PW Giveaway (LCE)
Coloring and Caring (Zoom)
Ruth Circle (LCE)
Stitch by Stich (LCE)
Girl Scouts (Studio)
Adult Sunday School (Zoom)
Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
Nursery
Worship -- In-Person (Website/YouTube)
Children’s Sunday School
Fellowship (Zoom)
Rebecca Circle (LCE)
Boy Scouts Troop 116
Local Missions (Zoom)
Deacons (LCE)
Presbyterian Women Coordinating Team (Zoom)
CPR & AED (LCE)
Lenten Study (Zoom)
Walk, Pray, Love (Zoom)
Handbells (Sanctuary)
Parent Time (Zoom)
Book Club (Zoom)
Girl Scouts (Studio)
Palm Sunday / One Great Hour of Sharing
Adult Sunday School (Zoom)
Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
Nursery
Worship -- In-Person (Website/YouTube)
Children’s Sunday School
Town Hall & Fellowship (Zoom)
Capital Project Meeting (Fellowship Hall)
Handbells (Sanctuary)

Wanted: Sanctuary Flowers
Our church is blessed to have floral
arrangements donated on Sundays to beautify
the chancel and to help provide inspiration to
worshipers. However, we are in need of additional donors so
that every Sunday is covered. Please consider donating the $25
cost of an arrangement in memory of, or in honor of, someone.
To order, you may contact Judy Phillips at 631-2648 or
jbphillips83@yahoo.com for Sundays through June; or Maida
Wedell at 635-1983 or artdoc323@icloud.com for the months
of July through December. Or, you may volunteer to fill in
whenever needed. Thank you!
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED
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Worship Broadcast
Sundays at 8:30 a.m. on
KRAN 103.3 FM

Live-Streamed Worship Services are accessed

on the first page of our website: firstprescheyenne.org and on our
YouTube channel. Videos of our services are posted to Facebook
within a few days after the service.

