NEWS from the PEWS

November 2020

A PUBLICATION OF FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH ~ CHEYENNE, WYOMING

Rev. Bob Thomson

pastorbob@firstprescheyenne.org

www.firstprescheyenne.org

churchoffice@firstprescheyenne.org

God’s Generosity
and Blessings
As we enter November, our thoughts
naturally turn to Thanksgiving. Every
year we celebrate the faithfulness and generosity of God.
The original Thanksgiving was not a celebration of
having an abundance of possessions or wealth. No, on
the contrary, the Pilgrim harvest celebration was to give
thanks to God for helping them survive and for
providing a bountiful harvest as they were preparing for
the coming winter.
Our sermon series as we enter November will be
focused on celebrating God’s generosity and blessings in
our lives. We will be in the middle of our Annual
Stewardship Pledge Campaign and our Capital
Campaign for our renovation project. We ask you to first
consider your Annual Stewardship Pledge to the church
for our ongoing ministry and then consider what you
might pledge in addition to that for our Capital
Renovation Project.
The first sermon you have already heard on Oct. 25.
The worship theme was “Grounded in Gratitude”, and
the scripture was Luke 17:11-18, the story of Jesus
healing 10 lepers and only 1 of them returning to give
thanks and praise to God. Our lives should be grounded
in gratitude for all that God has done for us.
The worship theme for Nov. 1 will be “The Power
and Impact of our Ministries” and the scripture Mark 2:1
-12. Jesus heals a paralyzed man whose four friends
chop a hole in the roof and let him down on a mat in
front of Jesus. The ministry of our church, done in the
name of Jesus Christ our Lord, can heal people. Their
healing may not be as dramatic as a physical healing but
through our ministry people find spiritual and emotional
healing.
On Nov. 8, the theme is “Revealed in Prayer” and the
scripture is Matthew 7:7-11. Jesus told the disciples,
“Ask, and it will be given you; seek and you will find,
knock and the door will be opened for you.” As we
prepare to give thanks to God, let us remember to give
thanks for God’s faithful presence with us as we journey
through life and we ask for God’s help and guidance.
On Nov. 15, the theme is “What it means to be
sacrificial”. The scripture is Mark 12:41-44, the example
of the widow’s mite. As Jesus and his disciples watched
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a crowd placing their offering in the treasury, a poor
widow put in two small copper coins, worth a penny.
Jesus praised the woman for contributing more than all
the others because she gave sacrificially. The theme for
our pledge campaign this year is “Not equal shares but
equal sacrifice.”
And on Nov. 22, Commitment Sunday, the theme is
“Lived in Faith”, and our scripture is Hebrews 11:1-3, 819. Abraham, by faith, answered God’s call for him to
leave his home and journey to a new place that would be
his inheritance. By faith he set out not knowing where he
was going. Hebrews 11:1 reminds us that “Faith is the
assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things
not seen.” We live and serve God through faith, assured
of the things we hope for that have been promised by
God. Our ministry at First Presbyterian Church and our
Capital Renovation project is done by faith, assured of
God’s faithful promises for the future.
As we prepare to celebrate Thanksgiving, let us be
grounded in gratitude towards God, let us live in faith
and live sacrificially, and pray for God to guide us in our
ministry so that the people we reach may experience
God’s love through the power of the Holy Spirit.
Happy Thanksgiving.
God bless you,
Rev. Bob Thomson

Pledge Commitment Sunday
November 22
Join us as we offer our Pledges for both our...

Annual Stewardship Campaign
Green Generosity Card

Capital Campaign
Special “Honor, Serve, Provide” Card

If you can’t be in worship...
Drive by after worship and drop off your cards
11:15 - 11:30 in the parking lot
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Deacons Projects
The Deacons continue to meet via Zoom, but this has not
stopped them from participating in many projects and
financially contributing to area non-profits. Since we last
reported to you in April, the Deacons have experienced
and contributed to the following tasks.
COMEA has purchased the
property next to its facility. This
building will be renovated into
family housing for COMEA. The
purchase of the property and the
renovation will cost $500,000. An anonymous donor has
donated to COMEA $100,000 in matching funds. The
deacons voted to donate $10,000 to this project to be
matched for a total of $20,000. This donation will come
from funds that were granted to the Deacons from the
Irmgard Meyer Fund. The TV reality show The Fixer
will be in Cheyenne for eight days to help with this
building's renovation. The Deacons will be paying for
and delivering 60 lunches for the renovation volunteers
at COMEA on Oct. 31. Due to Covid-19, the meals must
be individually packed and prepared by a local
restaurant.
The Deacons contributed $750
to the non-profit Heavenly Sleep,
which provides bunk beds that they
make for local children that do not have beds to sleep
on. We also provided $1365 to Family
Promise to pay for a week of housing
in a local hotel for the families that
were in the program the week they would have stayed in
our church, before Covid-19.
In September, we held a Drive-Thru
Day of Giving for our congregation’s
donations. We thank you for your generous
donations. We collected a total of 18 boxes
of diapers, food, underwear, personal care
items, crafts, durable medical goods, eyeglasses, leftover
medications, and a cash donation. All these items were
taken to the Day of Giving on Sept. 25.
In May, we prepared sack lunches for a Habitat
Build. We continue to pay for, cook, and serve a meal at
COMEA every other month. We have increased our
contribution to the dinner from $200 a meal to $300
because they are preparing more meals than before the
virus. In May and July, we only contributed financially
to the meal for the safety of our volunteers during the
virus. In September, we returned to cooking and serving
in-person. We are providing dinner on Nov. 10. We will
have a sign-in sheet in the parlor for volunteers to cook
and serve. We wear masks while in the building.

Page 2

The deacons would like to thank all of you for the
generous support you provide to us. Without you, we
would not be able to give so much support to the
community.

2020 Deacons
Christmas Project
The Deacons will be displaying their
annual Christmas Angel Tree in the
parlor starting Nov. 22. Each angel
will have the child's first name, age,
and list of gifts they wish to receive.
We ask for a minimum of $40 and a
maximum of $60 for each child. Please return the gifts to
the church no later than Friday, Dec. 11. Due to Covid19 restrictions, we will offer three ways for you to obtain
an angel.
1. The Angels will be available to take off the tree
before and after our service on Nov.
22 and Dec. 6. One family or
individual will be allowed at the tree
and will be assisted by a Deacon.
After choosing your angel, you will
be asked to socially distance to the
next Deacon to sign out your angel.
2. To accommodate members of the congregation
that are not attending church service, Deacons
will be available in the parlor on Nov. 23, 10 am12 pm; Nov. 24, 1-3 pm; Dec. 1, 10 am-12 pm;
and Dec. 5, 1-3 pm to hand out angels.
3. You may also mail a check to the church to cover
the cost of an angel, and the deacons will shop
and wrap the gift for you. Please mark “Angel
Tree” in the memo.
The Deacons will also have the Poinsettia Memorials
this year. The cost will again be $15 per memorial. The
forms will be available in the Nov. 22 bulletin. Your
request and check may be mailed to the church office.
The Deacons thank you for your generous support of our
projects.
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Your Faithfulness
You, the members of First Presbyterian
Church, are generous and faithful. Our
3rd quarter financial report indicates that
you have faithfully continued your
pledge giving, even through a time
when we were not worshipping in-person. Thank you.
Your faithfulness is mirrored by the faithfulness of the
staff as we continue to minister in the name of Jesus
Christ and be a light for the Gospel. It is self-evident that
your generosity allows our ministry to proclaim God’s
generosity.
As we enter the last
quarter of our fiscal
year, you will see
from this summary
that the church’s
finances are running
in a deficit. While
being in a deficit is
not unusual for this
time of year, the
amount
of
the
deficit, $77,952, is a
little higher than
normal. To help us
finish the year strong, we are asking you to continue your
faithfulness and fulfill your pledge. This will help us
tremendously. If you do not give under a pledge, we ask
you to consider how you can continue to faithfully
support First Presbyterian Church through November and
December.
Thank you for your generosity and your faithfulness.
Blessings
The Budget and Finance Ministry

Mission Ministry News
Your Mission Ministry has continued to work on
behalf of our Lord Jesus Christ in spite of the pandemic.
Mission Ministry has been meeting via Zoom each
month. In addition to conducting our special offerings,
including One Great Hour of Sharing, Pentecost, Peace
and Global Witness this year, and Christmas Joy this
coming December, we have been able to support those in
need both outside our local community and within
Cheyenne in recent months.
Mission Ministry in the name of the First Presbyterian
Church donated $1,000 to aid the victims of the disaster
in Beirut, Lebanon; donated $500 to firefighters and
victims of the Mullen fire west of Laramie; and $10,000
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to the Comea House enlarged facilities. Mission Ministry
joined with the Deacons and Presbyterian Women in the
COMEA House effort.
Thank you for your generous donations which enable
Mission Ministry to carry on these good works. We also
are so fortunate to have funds available from the Irmgard
Meyer Trust. We truly are blessed.

Thanks to All Who Helped!
The Day of Giving Drive-Thru Event on
September 25 demonstrated in a
wonderful way what a generous
congregation we have. On behalf of the
Day of Giving Board, I send a heartfelt thank-you for
donating items to go to area agencies, either at our
parking lot drive-thru or at the big event itself; for
volunteering to help during our big day; for sending in
checks, making donations online, or dropping off cash
donations at the event; for all the ways you found to help
‘the least of these’ during these hard times! We had the
blessing of a beautiful day and the help of hundreds of
area residents who understood the struggles of these hard
times and wanted to do what they could to help.
By the end of the day, we had received 21,154 pounds
of food, personal care items, and craft items; 280 pounds
of medical supplies; 380 pieces of durable medical
equipment; 986 pairs of used eyeglasses, and numerous
other items. We heard that, to passers-by, the Drive-Thru
looked like a long, narrow village with the Kiwanis
Community House as the center. It took 48 volunteers
working for a total of 267 hours to keep up with all the
activity…and our congregation was very well represented
in that group!
The famous Helen Keller quote, “Together we can do
so much,” is part of the Day of Giving logo. What we
saw for our Drive-Thru Event is people coming together
from across our community to act on our knowledge that
we have a huge, largely hidden, population of people in
need. We did what we’re supposed to do: We saw a need,
and we worked to help meet it. Thanks for ‘walking the
talk’ of your faith with Day of Giving!
Bring the Joy of Christmas to
less-fortunate children
We will collect toys
October 25 - November 15
Place any new, unwrapped
toys, for any child
age birth to 16 years
in the designated box
in the church Parlor.
Blessings!

News From The Pews

November 2020

Being Thankful
November is one of my favorite months of the year. I
love seeing all the wonderful colors, hearing the
crunching of leaves, and the smells of apples baking. I
also like November because it’s a natural time to focus
on being thankful.
I decided I wanted to do something to help my boys
focus on gratitude during the month of November. Here
is a short devotional you can do with your family! The
scripture is taken from (Luke 17:11-19). How often do
we forget to say, 'Thank Y ou”? Just two little words that
say so much. Imagine what it would feel like to give a
present to someone, but all they did was grab it and rip
the wrapping off without as much as a 'thank you'. That's
how God must feel when we don't say thank you to Him.
But there is so much to be thankful for if we'd only stop
and look. Here are just a few ways we can say thank you
to God each day:
Each morning thank Him for the new day.
Thank Him for the little things
so often missed
throughout the day.
Thank Him for
answered prayers.

Thank Him for all
He's yet to do in your life.
Thank Him for the simple fact that He loves you.
Every little thing you have in your life is a blessing
from God and something to be thankful for. If you take
some time to think about all you have, you'll be
surprised at how much there is to be thankful for –
because it's not about how much you have or don't have.
You may have very little worldly possessions, but still
have much to be thankful for. God loves it when we
have thankful hearts and He will honor that. He looks at
the heart, not the outward circumstances. So give God
the thanks He deserves.
“In everything give thanks; for this is the will of God
in Christ Jesus for you.” - 1 Thessalonians 5:18.
It is my prayer that your family will be blessed by
spending a month focusing on God’s goodness and
thanking God for everything we have!
Happy Thanksgiving!
Blessings,
Ashely Braisted
Children’s and
Youth Ministry Director
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Are You
Comfortable . . .
accessing the church web
site, attending church
functions via Zoom and
watching the live-stream of our worship services?
As social distancing requirements and other practices
related to Covid-19 persist, we are forming a group of
church members who can assist other church members
with using these technologies that access the church
services so they may remain connected.
So, if you are comfortable with using the internet to
access the church web site, attend church functions via
Zoom, watch the live-stream of our worship services,
and would be willing to show other church members
how to use them . . . please contact Walt George of the
Worship and Music Ministry at wgeorge09@msn.com
or (307) 638-8577.

Stained Glass Jar
Now that our church has returned to in-person services,
please don’t forget to put your pennies
in the Pennies for Stained Glass jar
toward the rear of the sanctuary. We
aren’t able to empty the Penny Jar
very often but when we do, we usually find
$100 or more. We need to continue saving
our pennies as this fund goes toward any
maintenance or cleaning needed on our
beautiful windows. Try putting your age in
pennies every year on your birthday.
If you are interested in serving on this committee or just
helping with some of our projects, please contact Peggy
Williams, 634-0147.
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In The Library
In 1943, a ship secretly left the shores
of Italy bound for the United States. On
board were over 980 special passengers
– European refugees from 18 different
countries who had suffered greatly from Nazi
persecution. Shepherding them was Ruth Gruber,
appointed by the American government to help bring
these refugees safely to a camp in Oswego, New York. In
Haven, Ruth writes of their perilous journey and tells the
personal stories of many of the refugees. She also
describes their time in the camp until they could be
relocated; includes names, birth dates and other
information on each refugee; and discusses a reunion
many attended 35 years later. [940.531/GRU.HAV]
The inclusion of announcements for Sunday Services

Deadline: Tuesday, Noon
This ensures the worship materials are ready to proof
Wednesday morning with time for any adjustments.
Thank you!
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All Saints Memorial Insert 11/1
Receiving New Members 11/8
Newsletter Deadline 11/13
Congregational Meeting to
Elect Officers 11/15
Poinsettia Form in Bulletin 11/22

Pledge Commitment Sunday 11/22
Advent Starts 11/29
Office Closed ~ Vets Day 11/11 &
Thanksgiving 11/26 & 27

Prayers for the families of Donna DiNino on the passing of her sister-in-law; Connie
and Edie Carlyon for the passing of their father and husband, Neil; Barb and Arn
Lutz for the passing of Barb’s father, Royce Perrett; Kevin Boyce and Mary Throne
for the passing of his sister; Pat Johnson for the passing of her husband, Wayne;
and Diana Hartman and family for the passing of her sister, Judi Hayes.
Hadyn Adams
Meryl Adams
Stacy Skoumal
Adams
Nadine Amen
James Anderson
Ginger Bell
Harold (Cork)
Beveridge
Gail Blackwell
Gray Blattmann
Clarice Brown
Dr. Richard Brown
Lou Brownstein
Minnie Bunley
Bryan Burrows
Carlyon Family
Barbara Clark
Gina Courtade
Heather Davis
Robert Drummond
Kaitlyn Fansler

TJ Forwood
Kevin Gallagher
Adam George
Carmen
Grubbs
Dolores Gunn
Sam Gusea
Ruth Hale
Tim Hale
Tamiecka Hamm
The Hart Family
Safia Hauswirth
Robert Hawk
Geraldine Hayes
Phil Hayes
Ray Hernandez
Jamie Herrera
Clyde Howard
Kelly Jensen
Charlie Johnson
Sheryl Lain
Lauri Lamm

Ann Lembke
Debbie Lenhart
William Loftus
Sheila Lutz
Marcus Matamoros
Janet McIlroy
Mary Lou McMindes
Marv Mirich
Kathy Lee
Montgomery
Milton Morris
Ardyce Murdoch
Kari Murdoch
Jim O’Connor
Catherine Pacheko
Randy Potvin
Brooke Pratt
Cathy Price
Carol Rieser
Don Schrader
Marty Sears
MSgt Heather Smith

Jeannie Smith
Dick Spomer
Vicki Greathouse-Stone
Rick Stratton
Else Summers
Mary Tolle
Lisa Trapanis
Larry Twidwell
Georgia Valdon
Bob Walkley
Dave Wahl
Kathy Watts
Javen Westby
Bob White
Larry White
Lexie White
Marc Woods
Please let us know when
we may remove a loved
one or friend from our
prayer list. Thank you!
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November 2020 Calendar
Date

Day

Time

Event

PLEASE NOTE: Most meetings will have Zoom access that the committee/ministry
chair will request. They will also schedule and host any in-person meetings.
Please contact the chair if you have any questions about the meeting.
November 1

November 2

November 3
November 4

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
Wednesday

November 6

Friday

November 7

Saturday

November 8

November 9

November 10

November 11

Sunday

Monday

Daylight Saving Time Ends / Saints Recognition
8:45 am

Adult Sunday School (Zoom)

8:45 am

Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary)

9:30 am

Nursery

10:00 am

Worship -- In-Person (Website/YouTube)

10:30 am

Children’s Sunday School

11:00 am

Fellowship (Zoom)

1:00 pm

Rebecca Circle (Fellowship Hall)

5:30 pm

Christian Ed (Zoom)

6:30 pm

Boy Scouts Troop 116

7:00 pm

Worship and Music (Zoom)

1:00 pm

Mission Ministry (Library)

7:00 pm

Boy Scouts Order of the Arrow

6:00 pm

Handbells

6:01 pm

Mariners Fellowship and Installation of Officers (Zoom)

9:30 am

Coloring and Caring (Zoom)

10:00 am
3:00 pm

Girl Scouts (Studio)

8:45 am

Adult Sunday School (Library and Zoom)

8:45 am

Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary)

9:30 am

Nursery

10:00 am

Worship -- In-Person (Website/YouTube) / New Members Rec’d.

10:30 am

Children’s Sunday School

11:00 am

Fellowship (Zoom)

4:00 pm

Building and Grounds (Zoom)

5:30 pm

Mom2Mom (Zoom)

5:30 pm

New Life (Zoom)

6:30 pm

Boy Scouts Troop 116

Tuesday

Cook and Serve Comea
2:00 pm

Capital Campaign Committee (LCE)

4:30 pm

Personnel (Zoom)

Wednesday

November 12

Thursday

November 13

Friday

November 14

Saturday

Hearts & Hands (Parlor)

Veterans Day – Office Closed
2:00 pm

Finance (Library)

6:00 pm

Handbells

7:00 pm

Sarah Circle (Library)
Newsletter Deadline

8:00 am

Men on a Mission (Fellowship Hall)

10:00 am

Officers’ Training (LCE)

10:30 am
3:00 pm

JustCaring Lunch Host Site (Fellowship Hall)
Girl Scouts (Studio)
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November 2020 Calendar
Date
November 15

Day
Sunday

Time
8:45 am
8:45 am
9:30 am
10:00 am
10:30 am
11:00 am

November 16

Monday

6:30 pm
7:00 pm

November 17

Tuesday

7:00 pm

November 18

Wednesday

9:00 am
6:00 pm

November 19

Thursday

5:30 pm

November 20

Friday

9:30 am
1:00 pm

November 21

Saturday

10:00 am
3:00 pm

November 22

Sunday
8:45 am
8:45 am
9:30 am
10:00 am
10:30 am
11:00 am

November 23

Monday

1:00 pm
6:30 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm

November 24

Tuesday

1:00 pm

November 25

Wednesday

6:00 pm

November 26

Thursday

November 27

Friday

November 28

Saturday

November 29

Sunday

3:00 pm
8:45 am
8:45 am
9:30 am
10:00 am
10:30 am
11:00 am
11:30 am

November 30

Monday

2:00 pm
6:30 pm

Event
Congregational Meeting to Elect Officers / Toys for Tots – Last Day
Adult Sunday School (Library & Zoom)
Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
Nursery
Worship -- In-Person (Website/YouTube)
Children’s Sunday School
Fellowship (Zoom)
Boy Scouts Troop 116
Session (LCE)
Boy Scouts Order of the Arrow
Walk, Pray, Love (LCE)
Handbells
Parent Time (CEW)
Coloring and Caring (Zoom)
Ruth Circle (LCE)
Stitch by Stitch (LCE)
Girl Scouts (Studio)
Commitment & Pledge Sunday / Angel Tree / Poinsettia Form
Adult Sunday School (Library & Zoom)
Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
Nursery
Worship -- In-Person (Website/YouTube)
Children’s Sunday School
Fellowship (Zoom)
Rebecca (LCE)
Boy Scouts Troop 116
Local Missions (Zoom)
Deacons (Zoom)
Presbyterian Women Coordinating Team Mtg. (Zoom)
Handbells
Thanksgiving Holiday – Office Closed
Office Closed
Girl Scouts
Family Promise Week – Poinsettias Form in Bulletin
Adult Sunday School (Library)
Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
Nursery
Worship -- In-Person (Website/YouTube)
Children’s Sunday School
Fellowship (Zoom)
Town Hall (Zoom)
Presbytery Youth Group Meeting (Zoom)
Boy Scouts Troop 116
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

11/2020

Worship Broadcast
Sundays at 8:30 a.m. on
KRAN 103.3 FM

Live-Streamed Worship Services are accessed

on the first page of our website: firstprescheyenne.org,
YouTube, and Facebook. Videos of services will be available a
few days later on YouTube and Facebook.
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